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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Presently, pending claims are 12 - 20. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 
Applicant's submission filed on 11/22/2006 has been entered. 

Response to Argument 

3. As per claim 12 and 13, Applicant asserts Sitaraman does not teach: 
"automatically configuring a network cache according to a structure of a 
database". Examiner respectfully disagrees and re-affirmed again that 
synchronization between a local cache and a central database must include 
communicating and updating of local cache to assure not only the content but 
also the structure consistency of the database between them (otherwise, the 
entire system would not function properly) and as such Applicant's arguments are 
respectfully traversed. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that forms the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 12-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Sitaraman et al. (U.S. Patent 6,263,369). 

As per claim 12, Sitaraman teaches a machine-readable medium having 
sequences of instructions stored therein which, when executed by a processor 
cause the processor to perform a process comprising: 

automatically configuring a network cache according to a structure of a 
database so that the network cache is able to communicate with a database to 
authenticate a user; and operating the network cache (Sitaraman: Column 2 Line 
54 - 58, Column 2 Line 21 - 35, Column 7 Line 49 - 55 and Column 9 Line 22 - 
29: (a) in the first place, the local cache is constructed by automatically obtaining 
a user record from the mother cache (or central database) in response to a user 
log-on attempt (b) synchronization (Column 2 Line 30 - 35) between a local 
cache and a central database must include automatically communicating and 
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updating of local cache to assure not only the content but also the structure 
consistency of the database between them). 

As per claim 13, Sitaraman teaches a device, comprising: 
a network cache (Sitaraman: Column 2 Line 21 - 35 and Figure 1); and 
a user interface to allow an operator to enter a character string known by 
the operator to be within a user object located in a database such that the 
character string is used to automatically configure the network cache according 
to a structure of a database so that the network cache is able to communicate 
with the database to authenticate a user (Sitaraman: Column 2 Line 54 - 58, 
Column 2 Line 21 - 35, Column 7 Line 49 - 55 and Column 9 Line 22 - 29: 
automatically configured at a log-on network access event - (a) in the first place, 
the local cache is constructed by automatically obtaining a user record from the 
mother cache (or central database) in response to a user log-on attempt (b) 
synchronization (Column 2 Line 30 - 35) between a local cache and a central 
database must include automatically communicating and updating of local cache 
to assure not only the content but also the structure consistency of the database 
between them). 

As per claim 14, Sitaraman teaches searching for a character string in a 
plurality of objects located in a database; selecting an object from a subset of 
objects found to contain the character string; retrieving the object; receiving a 
selection of the attribute name associated with the character string in the object; 
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and storing the attribute name in a configuration file in the network cache 
(Sitaraman: Column 2 Line 54 - 58, Column 2 Line 21 - 35, Column 7 Line 49 - 
55 and Column 9 Line 22 - 29). 

As per claim 15, Sitaraman teaches the character string is a user ID 
(Sitaraman: Column 2 Line 54 - 58: UserlD and password are required at a log- 
on attempt). 

As per claim 16, Sitaraman teaches receiving as input a password 
corresponding to the user ID (Sitaraman: Column 2 Line 54-58: UserlD and 
password are required at a log-on attempt). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sitaraman et al. (U.S. Patent 6,263,369), in view of Ouellette et al. (U.S. 
Patent 6321259). 
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As per claim 17, Sitaraman does not disclose expressly the attribute name 
corresponding to each group ID in the object is selected and stored in the 
network cache. 

Ouellette teaches the attribute name corresponding to each group ID in 
the object is selected and stored in the network cache (Ouellette: Column 7 Line 
4 - 29 & Dugan: Column 60 Line 9 - 1 1 and Column 41 Line 44 - 48: Ouellette 
teaches the attribute of group ID and Dugan teaches the corresponding attribute 
names (as the object reference ID) associated with hierarchical object structure 
(i.e., recursive loading of all classes) is stored in the cache). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Ouellette within the 
system of Sitaraman because (a) Sitaraman teaches an intelligent network 
architecture that enables the network synchronization / communication between 
the local cache and central database system to provide the network serveices 
such as authentication, authorization and accounting purpose (Sitaraman: 
Column 2 Line 21 - 35), and (b) Ouellette teaches, for an efficient authentication 
purpose, a hierarchical LDAP database server with an attribute inheritance 
schema organized in a hierarchical object structure (Ouellette, Column 8 Line 38 
- 43 / Line 28 - 32 and Abstract Line 1 - 3). 

As per claim 18, Sitaraman as modified teaches if a non-parental group 
object is found to contain the user ID; the network cache retrieves the 
non-parental group object (Ouellette, Column 8 Line 1 - 4 and Column 7 Line 23 
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- 29 & Figure 5: the options as taught by Ouellette can have either one single 
group (i.e. parent group) or multiple groups associated with user ID (the optional 
groups are interpreted as non-parent groups associated with user ID); 

receives a selection of the attribute names associated with attributes 
utilized to identify the non-parental group (Ouellette, Column 8 Line 1 - 4 & 
Dugan: Column 59 Line 53 - 60 and Column 43 Line 51 - 52: the logical name / 
object reference ID is equivalent to an attribute name (as distinct from the actual 
attribute value)), and stores the attribute names in a configuration file in the 
network cache (Sitaraman: Column 2 Line 21 - 35). 

As per claim 19, Sitaraman does not disclose expressly the network cache 
guesses which attribute names to select once the object from the subset of 
objects has been retrieved. 

Ouellette teaches the network cache guesses which attributes to select 
once the object from the subset of objects has been retrieved (Ouellette, Column 
8 Line 1 - 4 and Column 7 Line 23 - 29 & Figure 5: the options as taught by 
Ouellette can have either one single group (i.e. parent group) or multiple groups 
associated with user ID (the optional groups are interpreted as non-parent 
groups associated with user ID and thereby the network cache needs to guess 
which optional group other than the direct parent group once the object from the 
subset of objects has been retrieved). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Ouellette within the 



Application/Control Number; 10/059,815 
Art Unit: 2131 

system of Sitaraman because (a) Sitaraman teaches an Intelligent network 
architecture that enables the network synchronization / communication between 
the local cache and central database system to provide the network serveices 
such as authentication, authorization and accounting purpose (Sitaraman: 
Column 2 Line 21 - 35), and (b) Ouellette teaches a hierarchical LDAP database 
server with an attribute inheritance schema organized in a hierarchical object 
structure for authentication purpose (Ouellette, Column 8 Line 38 - 43 / Line 28 - 
32 and Abstract Line 1 - 3). 

As per claim 20, Dugan as modified teaches the attribute names stored in 
the configuration file are checked for correctness (Ouellette: Column 8 Line 45 - 
46: the attribute name must be validated and correct to further ensure the 
attribute value is also correct). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should.be directed to Longbit Chai whose telephone number is 
571-272-3788. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 
8:00am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ayaz R. Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 



the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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